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What Exactly is a PBR? 

• Permit by Rule or Regulation means that a 
project or activity is deemed to have a permit 
if it meets the requirements of the regulation 

 

• Not a conditional use permit 

 

• The Application is the Permit 
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Acts of the Assembly 
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Solar PBR Components 

• Notice of Intent 
 

• Local government Certification 
 

• Interconnection Studies 
 

• Interconnection Agreement 
 

• Certification project doesn't exceed 150MW 
 

• Analysis of NAAQS 
 

• Analysis on impacts to natural resources/DGIF, DCR,DHR 
– Likely significant adverse impacts 
– Mitigation plan required 
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Solar PBR Components (Cont.) 

 

• Coastal Avian Protection Zone Review 
 

• Operating Plan 
 

• Site Plan and Context Map 
 

• Certification that project has applied for or received all necessary 
environmental permits 
 

• Certification of either Utility or non-utility 
 

• 30-day Public comment/with public meeting 
 

• Appropriate permit fee 
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PBR Regulation 9VAC15-60 

 

• Coastal Avian Protection Zone Review 
– $1000/MW 

 

• Operating Plan 
 

• Site Plan and Context Map 
 

• Certification that project has applied for or received all necessary 
environmental permits 
 

• Certification of either Utility or non-utility 
 

• 30-day Public comment/with public meeting 
 

• Appropriate permit fee 
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Regulatory Town Hall 
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Actions Underway 
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Board/DEQ 
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Click “Stage” 

11 



Click “Agency Statement” 
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Contact Information 

• DEQ WEB PAGE: https://www.deq.virginia.gov/
             

• Mary E. Major 
Renewable Energy Permitting 
Virginia Department of Environmental Quality 
Street address: 1111 East Main St, Suite 1400 
Mailing address: P.O. Box 1105, Richmond, 
Virginia 23218                   
 
mary.major@deq.virginia.gov 
Office:  804-698-4423 
Fax:     804-698-4319 
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